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is taken, they find little shelter. They go into a rough
wooden house as if they were entitled tq full possession.
These unwelcome intruders may be kept in check, but
there is no hope of entire deliverance from them.
During our eight years in Ranee Khet we had to dis-
charge the varied duties devolving on missionary pioneers,
To one department, to which I knew much attention
must be given, I looked forward wit? dismay—the
erection of buildings. Remembering our experience in
the plains we would gladly have shrunk from this work,
but we knew it must be faced. Through the great kind-
ness and efficient help of friends we succeeded in getting
suitable buildings erected. The first building we put up
was a place of worship. After considerable delay we
succeeded in getting a suitable site for a mission-house
on a knoll within a short distance of the native bazar.
The servants* houses and the cook-house were first up,
and leaving our hut we took up our abode in the cook-
house, that we might be at hand to superintend the
erection of the mission-house. Before its completion we
got, close at hand, a site for a school-house, which, with
its handsome hall and four side-rooms, furnishes more
accommodation than has yet been required. To this
building natives contributed liberally. As the stone and
wood required had to be carried on men's heads and
shoulders, every additional yard increased the expense,
and we were obliged to use the wood and stone nearest,
though at some distance better might have been pro-
cured. Our masons and carpenters were not of a superior
order, and required to be constantly watched and directed
The buildings were not all we could wish, but they were
suitable for the climate and for our purpose. Our house
was commodious, was in the .best position for mission

